
What is the difference between a special tax district like Fenwood and a 
homeowners’ association? 
Despite some similarities, a Special Tax District like Fenwood is a little different. In Connecticut, 
as in many other states, a special tax district is a designated geographic area within a 
municipality that imposes additional taxes or fees on property owners to fund specific services, 
improvements, or projects within that district. Special tax districts are created to address a 
particular area's unique needs or desires that may differ from the rest of the municipality. The 
establishment and operation of special tax districts in Connecticut are typically governed by 
state law and local ordinances. Special tax districts are de facto municipal corporations. 

Key features of special tax districts in Connecticut may include: 

1. Purpose: Special tax districts are created to finance, operate, and maintain specific 
services or facilities that benefit the properties within the designated district. In the case 
of Fenwood, our jurisdiction is limited to Parcel A and Parcel B on the immediate 
shoreline. Common purposes can include providing additional services like fire 
protection, street lighting, sewer systems, or other local improvements. Our stated 
purpose is for the administration of the beach property. 

2. Formation: Forming a special tax district often involves a legal process that includes 
approval by local government authorities. Property owners within the proposed district 
may be required to vote on the establishment of the district, and the plan for services 
and taxation must be clearly defined. 

3. Taxation Authority: Special tax districts have the authority to levy additional taxes or 
fees on the properties within the district to fund the designated services or 
improvements. These taxes are usually in addition to regular property taxes imposed by 
the municipality. 

4. Local Control: The residents or property owners within the special tax district often 
have a degree of local control over the decisions and expenditures of the district. This 
may involve establishing a governing board responsible for managing the district's 
finances and operations. 

5. Public Accountability: Special tax districts are typically subject to public accountability 
and transparency requirements. They may be required to hold public meetings, provide 
financial reports, and involve residents in decision-making processes. 

6. Termination or Modification: Special tax districts may have provisions for termination 
or modification based on changing circumstances or the completion of specific projects. 
Changes to the district's boundaries or purposes may require approval from local 
government authorities. 

It's important to note that the specific details of special tax districts in Connecticut can vary, and 
residents or property owners should refer to local ordinances and state laws for precise 
information about the operation and governance of special tax districts in their specific 
municipality. 

A Homeowners Association (HOA) is a private organization typically established within a 
residential community, such as a neighborhood, condominium complex, or planned 
development. The primary purpose of an HOA is to manage and govern the common areas and 
shared amenities of the community and enforce rules and regulations designed to maintain a 
certain standard of living and appearance within the neighborhood. 



Here are the key characteristics and functions of a typical Homeowners Association: 
 
Membership: Homeowners automatically become members of the HOA upon purchasing a 
property within the community. Membership is usually mandatory. 

1. Board of Directors: The HOA is typically overseen by a volunteer Board of Directors 
elected by the homeowners. The board is responsible for making decisions on behalf of 
the community, enforcing rules, and managing the association's finances. 

2. Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&R): The CC&R is a set of rules and 
guidelines that homeowners within the community must follow. These rules often cover 
architectural standards, landscaping requirements, and other guidelines to maintain a 
cohesive and attractive community. 

3. Dues and Assessments: Homeowners are usually required to pay regular dues to the 
HOA, which fund the maintenance of common areas, amenities, and other shared 
expenses. In addition to regular dues, special assessments may be imposed for 
unexpected expenses or major projects. 

4. Architectural Control: Many HOAs have the authority to review and approve or reject 
proposed changes to the exterior of homes within the community to ensure they comply 
with established standards. 

5. Common Area Maintenance: The HOA is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep 
of common areas such as parks, sidewalks, swimming pools, and community buildings. 

6. Enforcement of Rules: The HOA can enforce the community's rules and regulations. 
This may involve issuing warnings, fines, or legal action against homeowners violating 
the established guidelines. 

7. Community Events: Some HOAs organize social events and activities to foster a sense 
of community among residents. 

It's important to note that an HOA's specific rules, powers, and functions can vary widely 
depending on its governing documents, including the CC&R and bylaws. Homeowners are 
encouraged to be familiar with these documents and actively participate in the governance of 
their community by attending meetings and engaging with the HOA board. 

 


